
WILDLIFE HABITAT JUDGING CONTEST 
 
Contest Description: Contestants will be required to identify the needs of wildlife in the Southeast 
Mixed and Outer Coastal Plain Forest (SEMOCPF) and make recommendations on wildlife management 
practices that will improve the habitat for wildlife species in that region. Contestants will be required to 
identify certain wildlife species from the SEMOCPF as well as the Wetlands and Urban habitat regions.  A 
written test dealing with species habitat needs and general species information from the SEMOCPF will 
also be given. Contestants must give on‐site recommendations for various wildlife management 
practices, prepare a written wildlife management plan and give an oral defense of this written plan for 
given species within the SEMOCPF. 
 
Contest Superintendent: Thu Bui 
 
Award: Top four (4) winners will receive a trip to the national contest. 
 
Sponsor: Louisiana Forestry Association, US Fish and Wildlife Service, International Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies, Burlington Resources, and Buck Busters Seed Company. 
 
Age Requirement: Must have passed his/her 14th birthday and not passed his/her 20th birthday 
by January 1st of the current year. 
 
Rules: 
1. Each parish may bring two participants to the 4‐H Wildlife Judging contest at 4‐H University.   
2. The main way we manage wildlife is to manage its habitat. Purpose of the wildlife judging activity is 

to teach you about wildlife habitat and how to manage it. 
3. Reference for this contest will be the Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Handbook.  The National Whep 

manual is available on line at www.whep.org.  The only portions that need to be referenced are 
those dealing with the Southeast Mixed Outer Coastal Plain Forest and the species section for the 
Urban and Wetland Regions.   

4. In the state contest, you will be required to identify the needs of wildlife in the SEMOCPF Region 
and make recommendations on wildlife management practices that will improve the habitat for 
certain wildlife species. 

5. You will also be required to take a general quiz on wildlife identification and general species 
knowledge. Contestants will be shown pictures, slides, museum mounts, skulls, bones or some other 
form of wildlife species (immature or adult, male or female) that must be identified correctly.  

a. General species knowledge can include wildlife identification, wildlife nutrition, 
including identification of common wildlife foods, the habitat needs of a variety of 
wildlife species, the flora, fauna, and climate of the eco‐region they are managing, and 
the use of aerial photographs.   

6. Write an one‐page rural wildlife management plan based on information presented in a field 
condition sheet as well as field observations.   

7. Give an oral defense of your written plan.    
 
 
Top four (4) winners will receive a trip to the 2016 contest. Training programs will be held prior to the 
national contest to prepare the team from Louisiana for competition. 

http://www.whep.org/

